Borough of Alburtis

Meeting Minutes

December 29, 2010
The December 29, 2010 meeting of Borough Council was called to order by Council President Steve Hill at 7:00 p.m. in the Borough Hall, 260 Franklin Street, Alburtis, PA.

Council members in attendance:

    
Steve Hill


John Aleszczyk

Cathy Moyer

Peg McCormack

Kathleen Raines

Kathleen Palmer

Karen Smoyer
Associates of Alburtis in attendance:                  

    
David Knerr, Solicitor 


Sharon Trexler, Executive Secretary

Visitors in attendance:


Mary Himmelberger

Robert Csandl


Ann Friedenheim

Sherry Ann Oels

Jeff Smoyer


Tom Streck
Susan Hercek

MAYOR’S REPORT – The mayor could not be present but asked that Steve thank Borough Council on the work they have done with the budget.  He had two comments on the budget one being his support to continue the Revitalization Program and he would like to see the library receive full funding.
MINUTES OF DECEMBER 8, 2010 –Kathleen Raines made a motion to approve the Minutes of
December 8, 2010, Kathleen Palmer 2nd and a unanimous vote followed.
BILLS FOR PAYMENT – DECEMBER 29, 2010 – John Aleszczyk made a motion to pay the bills of
December 29, 2010, with the exception of check #12852 payable to Barry Isett & Associates, Cathy Moyer 2nd and a unanimous vote followed.  Cathy Moyer made a motion to pay check #12852, payable to Barry Isett & Associates, Karen Smoyer 2nd and a unanimous vote followed with Peg McCormack abstaining.
ADMINISTRATION
Friends of Lower Macungie Township – Ann Friedenheim, Robert Csandl and Tom Streck were present to discuss the David Jaindl proposals for the property on Spring Creek Road.  The group would like Borough Council to recommit and speak out for the Borough.  They feel that the residents of the Borough do not realize what is being proposed.  Ann Friedenheim would like to see more being done by Borough Council to make the residents aware and have people attend the meetings.  The Planning Commission Meeting is scheduled for January 11.  The topic for this is the traffic patterns.  Steve Hill explained that he has attended meetings and has twice sent letters opposing the plan due to the fact that it is not conforming to the Comprehensive Plan.  The Ordinance was not passed properly, so the Township now has a legal issue and this needs to be resolved first.  Tom Streck would like to know what the impact of more traffic will do to the roads in Alburtis and who will respond to emergencies in the newly developed area.  The township is covered by the state police and Borough Council will not allow our Police Department to continually send aid.  The residents of Alburtis will be their first priority.  The Fire Department is volunteer and not governed by Borough Council.  Information can be placed on the Alburtis web site to keep residents informed.
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2011 Budget – Two items need to be resolved prior to passing the budget.  The first is the Borough Business Revitalization Program.  The cost to keep the program going for 2011 is $10,000.  This is currently figured in the budget.  Councilwoman, Kathleen Raines, does not feel that this is a good time to spend $10,000.  There are a lot of people out of work right now and senior citizens are struggling.   Sherry Oels was present and stated that the $10,000 is not just being given away.  It is to revive the town and make it welcoming for businesses.  Councilwoman, Karen Smoyer stated that she can see the value to the program.  Since its start, Main Street has been improved, trees have been received from a grant and the Christmas Festival has become a success.  Susan Hercek stated that the money being received is from the Chamber of Commerce, the State and the County.  The money will still be there and if we do not use it, it will be given to someone else to use.  Mary Himmelberger, the coordinator for the BBRP was also present to speak on behalf of the program.   The DCED has provided the money for the program for the last 5 years.  This has stopped which is why the Borough’s are being asked to contribute.  The Lehigh Valley Economic Development Corporation is also pitching in $50,000 to help fund the program.
The second item is the Library Contribution.  It was agreed to reduce the library contribution to $10,000.

After further discussion, Kathleen Palmer made a motion to pass the budget keeping the BBRP and reducing the library contribution to $10,000 and Cathy Moyer 2nd.  Kathleen Raines made a motion to amend the first motion to reduce the BBRP to $5,000 and the library contribution to $10,000.  There was no 2nd and the motion failed.  The original motion was put back in place and passed 6-1, with Kathleen Raines opposing.
The 2011 Budget was passed keeping the BBRP and reducing the library contribution to $10,000. 

Sharon will contact the library and advise them that the contribution has been lowered.
Ordinance No. 492 – This Ordinance established the real estate tax rate at 9.9 mils, confirming no increase in per capita, earned income tax, local services tax, realty transfer tax, water rentals and fees.  The fees for collecting municipal waste and recyclable materials remains the same and the sanitary Sewer temporary surcharge for 2011 for each dwelling unit and each commercial/business unit will remain.  The base sanitary sewer rental shall be increased by $31.00 per quarter.  Karen Smoyer made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 492, Cathy Moyer 2nd and a unanimous vote followed.
Ordinance No. 493 – This Ordinance sets compensation and benefits.  Salaries and pay scales were increased by 3% with the exception of the Executive Secretary who will receive a 5% raise.  Kathleen Raines made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 493, Karen Smoyer 2nd and a unanimous vote followed.
Ordinance No. 494 – This Ordinance eliminates the Killed in Service benefit from our plan since it is covered by the state.  Kathleen Palmer made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 494, Cathy Moyer 2nd and a unanimous vote followed.
Pay Rates– Peg McCormack made a motion to establish the pay rates for the Treasurer and Maintenance Department with a 3% increase, Kathleen Raines 2nd and a unanimous vote followed.
Resolution No. 2010-7 – This Resolution appoints the Independent Auditor as France, Anderson & Basile, P.C.  John Aleszczyk made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 2010-7, Karen Smoyer 2nd and a unanimous vote followed.
Resolution No. 2010-8 – This Resolution establishes the police pension plan member contributions at 4%.  Peg McCormack made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 2010-8, Kathleen Palmer 2nd and a unanimous vote followed.
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Non-Uniformed Pension Contribution – There is nothing additional due for the Non-Uniformed Plan.

2011 Meeting Schedule – Kathleen Raines made a motion to approve the 2011 Meeting Schedule, Peg McCormack 2nd and a unanimous vote followed.
Wheel Balancer – Costs were compared in regard to the wheel balance Donnie Derr has for sale.  Peg McCormack made a motion to purchase the wheel balance at a cost of $1,200, Kathleen Palmer 2nd and a unanimous vote followed.
LCA Allocation Change – Karen Smoyer made a motion to authorize Sharon to give Alburtis’s consent to the proposed allocation change to 250 gallons per day.
Historical Society – The Historical Society has expressed an interest in putting a plaque at the site where the clock was.  Sharon will get more information for the next meeting.

Christmas Tree – Decisions will have to be made in regard to the Christmas Tree for next year.
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Highway – Maintenance has finished crack sealing for the year.  We used all of the sealer we purchased.
All plow vehicles are ready for the winter.

Water – Maintenance had a water leak on Sunday, December 19.  It was repaired in 4 ½ hours.
Maintenance read the water meters for this quarter on Monday.

PA Rural Water was here last week to help us find a couple of curb boxes that we could not locate.  We found 3 out of 5 curb boxes.  Maintenance dug them out and installed new curb boxes.

Sewer – No Report.
Signs– In the last couple of weeks, maintenance had to replace street signs that were stolen.
Police Car – 9-02 broke down and Donnie Derr installed a fuel pump.  The car was back in rotation in 4 hours.
Donnie worked with the chief to install a new shot gun holder in 9-02.

A motion to adjourn at 8:30 p.m. was made by Kathleen Raines, 2nd by Kathleen Palmer and a unanimous vote followed.  

Meeting minutes were taken and submitted by Sharon Trexler, Executive Secretary. 
