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Ch. 36 RESIDENTIAL RENTAL PROPERTIES 36-5

Article I — Reports, Registration,
Inspections, Certificates

§ 36-201 Report Required.

(a) In General. At each time specified in subsection (b), each Landlord of a Residential
Rental Unit shall report in a writing filed with the Borough Manager, the number of Residential
Rental Units then being rented by the Landlord, a description (by address, unit or apartment
number, tax parcel number, and/or some other meaningful method) of each such Residential
Rental Unit, the names of all the then-current tenants and/or occupants of each such Residential
Rental Unit, which shall identify the specific Residential Rental Unit occupied by each named
individual, the date of the report, the Landlord’s name, address, telephone number, and other
contact information.

(b) Reporting Events. A report under this Section shall be filed —

(1) By August 1, 2017, in the case of a Landlord of a Residential Rental Unit as of
the date this Chapter is adopted. The Landlord shall be deemed to have filed this report if
he/she/it filed the annual list of residents required under § 89-201 by June 30, 2017 and there has
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been no change in the tenancy or occupancy of any Residential Rental Unit between the date of
the § 89-201 report and August 1,2017;

(2) In the case of a person who is not required to file a report under paragraph (1)
above, within thirty (30) calendar days after the person first acquires, rents, or makes available
for rental a Residential Rental Unit;

(3) In the case of a person who has previously filed a report under this Section, with-
in thirty (30) calendar days after the person first acquires, rents, or makes available for rental a
Residential Rental Unit not already included in the most recent report filed by that person under
this Section; and

(4) Within ten (10) calendar days after any change in the tenancy or occupancy of
any Residential Rental Unit from that stated in the most recent report filed by the person under
this Section. A report shall be filed whenever a Residential Rental Unit becomes vacant, and for
any other addition or subtraction of individuals who are the tenants or occupants of a Residential
Rental Unit.

(c) Forms. The Borough Manager may require that the report under this Section be filed
on a form promulgated by the Borough Manager from time to time. However, the failure of the
Borough Manager to provide such a form shall not excuse the obligation of any Landlord to file
a report under this Section. The form may require specific pertinent additional information be-
sides that set forth in subsection (a), if approved by Council.

(d) Resident Registration under Chapter 89. The reports required under this Section
shall not excuse a Landlord from filing the semi-annual list of residents required under § 89-201,
unless the Borough Manager specifically waives that requirement for a person who has filed a
report under this Section less than six (6) months before a due date under § 89-201.

[Ords. 538 05-10-2017,539 07-12-2017]

§ 36-202 Registration.

(a) Registration Required. No Landlord or Agent shall own, operate, or offer or assist in
offering for rental or occupancy, any Residential Rental Unit in the Borough on or after August
1, 2017 unless that Residential Rental Unit is the subject of a current registration issued by the
Borough. The Landlord or Agent should first confirm that a valid registration exists for the Res-
idential Rental Unit, and bears the risk of noncompliance if he/she/it fails to do so. A Landlord
or Agent should request a registration a sufficient period of time in advance of the date it is
needed to permit any necessary inspection of the Residential Rental Unit under § 36-203 and the
issuance of the registration. They are advised to check with the Borough Manager for schedul-
ing. A registration shall not be issued until the requirements of § 36-203 are satisfied and a Cer-
tificate of Compliance is issued under § 36-204.

(b) Term. A registration under this Section shall be valid for the remainder of the calen-
dar year in which it is issued, and shall be renewable for successive calendar years when the Res-
idential Rental Unit complies with the Codes and all other applicable regulations. Renewals for
a new calendar year shall be requested on forms provided by the Borough on or before Novem-
ber 30 of the preceding year. The registration shall be transferrable to a successor who so re-
quests on forms provided by the Borough and satisfies all requirements of this Chapter. The reg-
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istration may be revoked by the Borough Manager at any time for noncompliance with the Codes
or any other applicable regulations.

(c) Transfer of Ownership or Operation. Any Landlord or Agent who transfers legal ti-
tle and/or operational control of a Residential Rental Unit or the building or parcel of land in or
on which it is located shall give the Borough written notice of the transfer within five (5) busi-
ness days thereafter.

[Ord. 538 05-10-2017]

§ 36-203 Inspections.

(a) Inspection Required. Each Residential Rental Unit occupied on August 1,2017 shall
be inspected by the Inspector before August 1,2017. Each Residential Rental Unit newly being
offered as a Residential Rental Unit thereafter shall be inspected by the Inspector before it is first
occupied as such. Each Residential Rental Unit shall be inspected again by the Inspector before
it is occupied by any new or different tenant or occupant. Each Residential Rental Unit shall be
inspected again by the Inspector in November or December of a calendar year, unless that Resi-
dential Rental Unit was already inspected under this Section at any during that calendar year or
the immediately preceding two (2) calendar years. The Landlord or owner shall provide access
to the Residential Rental Unit to the Inspector.

(b) Exception. Notwithstanding subsection (a), in the case of new construction, a Resi-
dential Rental Unit shall be deemed to have passed any inspection which would have been con-
ducted under this Section after the issuance of a certificate of occupancy for the premises and
before its initial occupancy.

(c) Purpose. The inspection under this Section shall be for the purpose of determining
whether the Residential Rental Unit complies with the Codes and Article III, and satisfies the
following minimum standards:

(1) The unit is clean and clear of all debris, garbage, and waste, and there shall be no
offensive odors present, such as, but not limited to, urine, animal waste, or garbage.

(2) There shall be adequate access to the Residential Rental Unit and all exits shall
be clearly marked in order to permit tenants and occupants to remove from the premises in the
event of fire.

(3) The Residential Rental Unit shall have at least two (2) smoke alarms and one (1)
carbon monoxide alarm in the unit, and all common areas utilized by the Residential Rental Unit
shall have adequate detection devices and alarms for smoke and carbon monoxide.

(d) Search Warrant. For the purposes of enforcing this Chapter and this Section, the In-
spector may seek to obtain a search warrant issued by a competent authority for the purpose of
compelling an inspection of a Residential Rental Unit.
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(e) No Occupancy Without Compliance. No owner of a Residential Rental Unit shall
permit the unit to be occupied unless it meets the inspection requirements of this Section and the
standards set forth in the Codes, this Section, and Article III.

[Ords. 538 05-10-2017,539 07-12-2017]

§ 36-204  Certificates of Compliance and Noncompliance.

(a) Certificate of Compliance. If the inspection of a Residential Rental Unit under § 36-
203 discloses no violations of the Codes and satisfies the standards set forth in § 36-203(c) and
Article III, the Inspector shall issue a Certificate of Compliance to the owner of the Residential
Rental Unit, in such form as established from time to time by the Borough Manager. When an
inspection is deemed to have been passed under the exception in § 36-203(b), the Borough Man-
ager shall issue the Certificate of Compliance to the owner of the Residential Rental Unit. The
Certificate of Compliance shall be displayed in plain view within the Residential Rental Unit or
the structure in which it is contained. A new Certificate of Compliance shall be required every
time a new inspection is required under § 36-203(a).

(b) No Occupancy Without Display of Current Certificate of Compliance. No Resi-
dential Rental Unit shall be occupied by any person unless the unit is currently registered under §
36-202 and a current Certificate of Compliance for the unit is displayed as required under this
Section.

(c) Certificate of Noncompliance. If the inspection of a Residential Rental Unit under §
36-203 discloses any violation(s) of the Codes or fails to satisfy the standards set forth in § 36-
203(c) and Article III, the Inspector shall issue a Certificate of Noncompliance, setting forth:

(1) the street address and unit designation or other appropriate description of the
Residential Rental Unit;

(2) the date of inspection;
(3) the identity of the inspector;

(4) alist of all Codes violations and failures to satisfy the standards set forth in § 36-
203(c) and Article III;

(5) the number of days in which the owner is to accomplish repairs and corrections
of violations and failures, including a provision allowing for a reasonable time extension if the
owner shows a good faith attempt to comply with this requirement to the satisfaction of the In-
spector; and

(6) Notice that, if the conditions are not repaired or corrected within the time speci-
fied, the Residential Rental Unit may be placarded as unfit for human occupancy.

(d) Reinspection. Upon the expiration of the time specified in subsection (c) to complete
repairs and corrections, or upon notice from the owner that the repairs and corrections have been
accomplished, whichever occurs first, the Inspector shall reinspect the Residential Rental Unit
that was issued a Certificate of Noncompliance. If the Inspector determines that the repairs and
corrections have been accomplished and the Residential Rental Unit is now in compliance, the
Inspector shall issue a Certificate of Compliance to the owner of the Residential Rental Unit, as
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under subsection (a). If, however, the Inspector determines that the owner has failed to complete
the necessary repairs and corrections, the Inspector shall issue a new Certificate of Noncompli-
ance in accordance with subsection (c).

(e) Effect of Certificate of Compliance. The issuance of a Certificate of Compliance
shall not establish or denote compliance with the Codes or any applicable standard. The issuance
of the Certificate of Compliance is not a representation by the Borough that the Residential
Rental Unit or any building in which it is located is in compliance with the Codes and all appli-
cable standards. Neither the enactment of this Chapter nor the issuance of a Certificate of Com-
pliance shall impose any liability whatsoever on the Borough for any errors or omissions in in-
spections, or for any other reason.

[Ord. 538 05-10-2017]

§ 36-205  Appeals.

Any person aggrieved by a decision of the Borough’s Inspector or any other Borough offi-
cial under this Chapter may appeal the decision to the Court of Common Pleas of Lehigh County
within thirty (30) calendar days after the date of the decision.

[Ord. 538 05-10-2017]
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